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A FRIENDLY DIALOGUE 
54 

Between a common Un JNITARIAN Chriſtian, 

converted by-ſome late Writings, and 

an ATHANASIAN, - occaſioned by the 

former's Behaviour during ome Part 

-of the P uolic Service. 
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7 "WL ye do in 17 ord or Deed, 4 all in the Name 
of the Lord Feſus, giving Thanks to God even the 
Father by him, Co LOSS. iii. 17. . 


2 ag, Honour, Glory; and "IO be unto him that 
fitteth upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever. 8 v. 58 8 
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Price FOUR-PENCE, | 


1 found competent judges of the doctrine 
here contended for, when it is deliver- 


— 


firſt preached by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 


all capacitior, and cannot be overthrown 
by all the learned fophiftry in the world. 
*Trs to be hoped, that there is amongſt 


 diftribute ſuch little tracts, in order to 


Belp. forward the glorious work of an- 
other reformation, which, though the 
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ADVERTISEMENT, © 
® x7 'E Fibu Date 75 de- 5 
ſigned. for - the uſe of common 
Crit. who, by experience, are 


ed in its native ſimplicity, as it was 


2 Scripture facts are adapted to 
us many rational Chriftians, who will. 


times are favourable i in ſeveral reſpects, 


15 very much obſuructed by irreligion 
on. one fide, and Superſtition ana . 


10 RESTORE, 


rear Forms of Worlhip. 


pin TEIGHBOUR; as\ L fl. 
naſian. 13 ways thought you as» 
Perſon of a ſerious turn of f mind, and 1 
have frequently obſerved your exem- i 
plary conduct in the public Werne, 9 
your behaviour this day, at church, 
gave me great. ſurprize, and indeed 
uneaſineſs, becaufe you ſeemed to 
treat ſome parts of our excellent li- 
turgy with diſregard. You uſed to 
repeat, after the miniſter, the four firſt 
petitions of the litany in a devout and MN 
_ ſolemn manner, and to join in every © "18 
part of our liturgy, fo juſtly cele- 9 
brated by. great numbers of pious 
and learned men. But I took notice 
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this day, at church, you put on a ſi- 
lent indifference, when the Holy Spi- 
rit, and the three Perſons in the Tri- 
nity were invoked : neither did you 
feem to give your aſſent to the doxo- 
logy, ſo frequently directed, to F: ather, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt : you ſeemed 
likewiſe not to join in the latter end 
of thoſe - Prayers, which conclude 
with the Doctrine of the Trinity in 
Unity, fo plainly and ſolemnly eſta- 
dl hed by our glorious church, and 
confirmed by the learned pains of 
many excellent writers. I ſhould be 
glad to know the true reaſon of this 
- turprifing change; and make no 
doubt but you will readily explain 
yourſelf upon religious points, as you 
and I have had frequent conferences : 
upon ſubjects of ſcripture. 
Unitarian. Why really neighbour, 
L acknowledge the juſtneſs of your 
charge. As my ſentiments are very 
diffe ent from thoſe I formerly em- 
braced and was educated in; ſo I 
e it my duty to act E 
Wit 


Py 5) 
with my principles, and to 1 ; 
and practice, in religious n 
according to the dictates of my 5 
ſcience. There was a little book 

liſhed ſome Vears ago, under the the 
lle of, An Appeal to the Common. Senſe 

of all Chriſtian People, &c. which I 
carefully read, conſiered, and com- 
ared with Scripture, and more par- 
ticularly with regard to the artisle of 
religious worſhip, which is of a prac- 
tical nature; and profeſs myſelf deeply 
convinced, by the expreſs determina- 
tion of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that 
the church worſhip offered up to the =. 
Holy Spirit, as God, and to the Tri- = 
nity, as being three Perſons and one F 
God, is falſe and unſcriptural; from 
whence, Ithiuk, 1 it neceſlarily follows, 
that the famous Athanaſian Doctrine 
of three co- equal Perſons in one God, 
has no foundation in the word of 
God. 
Athan. Oh, my friend! you aſto- 
niſh me by ſuch a bold declaration; 
and I beg of you, for the ſake of your 
A3 ſou}, 


: 8 6 25 
| ſoul, to take heed, ard de how 
you run into a dangerous hereſy, be- 
fore you have weighed this important 
buſineſs with a cool and unprejudiced 
mind. What! is it poffible to imagine 
that ſo many wiſe and good men 
ſhould have been fo grievouſly miſ- 
taken, as to be guilty of falſe wor- 
ſhip in their ſolemn addreſſes to al- 
mighty God ? Don't you know, that 
-our liturgy was compiled by pious 
and learned men, and that it has been 
celebrated by ſeveral excellent wri- 
ters, as the moſt perfect and chriſtian 
form of public devotion in the whole 
chriſtian world ? You ſhould, there- 
fore, ſuſpect, that this author has im- 
poſed on your judgment by tome de- 
luſive arts, when his arguments have 
A tendency to draw you off from an 
important part of religious worſhip, 
ſettled and determined b the vene- 
rable fathers of the church of Eng- 
land, eſtabliſhed by decrees of par- 
- lament and convocation, and ſtrong- 


1y enforce by a pious and learned 
_— Unitar. 


1 


Unitar. I am obliged to you, my 
8004 friend, for your advice, as I am 
well aſſured it proceeds from a kind 

regard for my ſpiritual welfare. But 
TI can fincerely declare that my con- 

| Wael has not been haſty : in the 
_ courſe of my enquiry I made all poſ- 
; ſible objections to the doctrine deli- 
vered in the Appeal, for the very rea- 


ſons you aſſign, as I thought it ſtrange 


and unaccountable, that ſuch an ex- 
cellent church ſhould have continued 
ſo long in an error that breaks in up- 
on the true character of the one God 
and Father of all, and the holy wor- 
ſhip expreſſly determined by Chrift 
and. his Apoſtles. And in order to 
convince you of my fincerity in this 
grand affair, I muſt acquaint you, 
that I ſent for an anſwer to the Ap. 
peal, wrote by the learned Dr. M 
Donnel; and afterwards carefully ex- 
amined the defence of the Appeal, 
wrote by the author of it, in reply to 
the learned doctor. Upon the moſt 
fincere and impartial enquiry, not 
- _ with= 


2 
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1 earneſt applicatiens to the 
God of Truth, for the direction of 
his Holy Spirit in my. religious diſ- 


quiſitions. I profeſs myſelf an Uni- 


tarian Chriſtian, or a ſtrong believer 
in one Supreme God and Father of 
all, a principle of natural as well as 
revealed religion. I ſee with my own 


eyes, and perceive with my own under- 


ſtanding, that it is my duty to wor- 
ſhip the One God and Father of all, 


in the name and through the megia- 


tion of Jeſus Chriſt, for the affiſtance 


of the Holy Spirit; and think it law- 


ful to offer up petitions, and aſcribe 


glory, to Chriſt, as mediator or re- 
deemer, to the glory of God the Fa- 


ther. But as, upon the moſt careful | 


examination of holy ſcripture, I can- 
not find the Holy Spirit directly in- 
voked in prayer, praiſe, or glory, or 
any command to this purpoſe; ſure- 
ly this malt be judged, by every un- 
prejudiced chriſtian, as an inſtance of 
will-worſhip, not warranted by the 
word of God; and, conſequently, uch 

unſcriptural 


8 
\ 
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4 


unſeriptural forms of devotion ought 


to be laid aſide, though eſtabliſhed by 


the authority of wiſe and learned 
men. With reſpect to the worthip 
of- the Trinity in Unity, or three 


Perſons and one God, not even the 
1&0 edlour! of evidence can be pi ro- 


duced for It: every form of worſhip 
ſet forth by Chtiſt oy his Apoſtles is 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with it. It is 


certainly worſhipping God under a 


ſalſe character, or we know not what, 


when we offer up prayers to a Being, 
confiſting of three co-equal Perſons, 


contrary to the light of reaſon and 


ſcripture; and I'am afraid this reli- 


gious practice too nearly approaches 


to the crime of ' ſome degree of ido- 
latry, as no ch DOE exiſts i in the | 


Univerſe. DEE EVE 


Anbau. Sire you Muff Jabowe 


under ſome very rhe miſtake; when 
you make ſuch confident declarations . 
regarding forms of worſhip that have 


been deduced from ſcripture; by ſo 


many learned men; and have been 


defended 
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defended. i in ſo many excellent books, 
wrote by perſons of almoſt every de- 


nomination of chriſtians, as well as 


of the church of England. Have you, 
my friend, carefully examined every 


part of ſcripture relating to religious 
worſhip ? Has not the author of the 


Appeal concealed ſome conſiderable 
evidence, in order te gain his caule, 
Though my memory, at prefent, does 
not furniſh me with any particular 


2 paſſages, where the third and fourth 


petitions of the litany are found in 


expreſs terms; yet I am perſuaded 


that theſe forms of worſhip are war- 
ranted by ſcripture, as our church, 
which profeſſes the higheſt regard for 
ſcripture, as being founded upon ic, 


has ſo long recommended and enfor- 


ced the whole litany worſhip : and, 
you muſt allow, that the church of 
England has been bleſſed with many 
excellent members, remarkable for 
their piety as well as learning : and, 


conſequently, I cannot think of de- 


parting from their religious ſenti- 
55 a | ments, 


ments; without the chende and 
ſtrongeſt evidence, drawn from the 
word. of God. 

"Unitar. We of TIO nation ought 
to blefs God for the ineſtimable ad- 
vantages of the free uſe of the holy 

2 ſcriptures in the vulgar tongue. In 
the name of God, let every declara- 
tion of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, rela- 
ting to religious worſhip, be. exa- 

«* mined and conſidered with the greateſt 
care ; and let this important cauſe be 
determined by divine, and not human 
authority. TI can ſincerely tell you a 
plain matter of fact, that after having 
very accurately compared the New 
Teſtament with the collection of 
texts relating to religious worſhip in 
the Appeal, I could not find one paſ- 
{age omitted; fo that the author of 
it cannot be charged with concealing 
any part of the evidence, in order to 
gain his cauſe, according to the too 
common practice of party-writers. 

My good friend, do but admit, as 
your proteſſant fee and your 

feeming 


M4. 
7 — 78 7 
» i 
4 _ 
* % 
— 8 ' 1 
19 3 
& 
be 
= 7. 
-2© 
* 4 
K 
4 Ty 
+ 1 
„ 
e 
11 
157 
2 
R 
. 
1 
- Xe 
"4s. 
So 
1 
"= 
. 
# 
* 
IB 
Li 
4 * 
. 
15 
1 
"Tal 
© 
15 
13 
. 
: U 


— 
— 


L 5 
1 
——— 
* „ 1 Tg 28 R 
— r es b / = | 
* 5 0 > A * * 


3 2 — * 
2 err 


P 


a 


FE 2 2 
— 
— 
2 daxot — 2 pe” . 
* 
* - 


p — rt war et Yn 
ä „ 
2 —— N * 


0 n 


* I ; X 
a 5 
EPS” F . ry 24 
F 33 22 — 


. 
q 
+ 


7 
12 
Ly 
| 
15 
15 
8 
A 
1 
4 


4-2 = þ 
£59098, regard for ſcripture necęſſa- 
requires, that the authority of : 

Gf riſt and his Apollles:1 is of greater 
Want. than the decrees of even wile 
and learned men. and you will ſoon 
be convinced that the Athanaſian 
worſhipis falſe and unſeriptur al. Iwill 
endeavour to point out to you a plain 
method of gaining entire ſatisfaction 
upon this important ſubject. Luke, 
ch. xi. v. 1, And it came to paſs. 1 that 
as He (viz. Chriſt) WAs. praying "0 
certain. place, one of his diſciples ſaid 
urto Him, Lord, teach us to pray, as 
Fobn alſo taught his d, Helles. Now, 
the grand queſtion © is, what anſwer 


our Lord made to this reaſonable en- 


quiry ? Sure it is the duty of every 
chriſtian to pay a very ſolemn regard 
to the. determination of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, V. 2. And he (viz. Chriſt) /aid 
unto them, When Je pray, fay, Our Fa- 


ther which art in heaven, &c. This is 


exactly agreeable to the precept he 
gave in his, ſermon on the mount, 
Matth. ch. vi, v. 9 After this man- 


ner 


3 „ 
ner pray ye : Our F al her which art in 
heaven, &c. It appears then that 
our Saviour has plainly. commanded 
all his diſciples to worſhip the one 
God and Father of all, without any 
mention of the Mediator, as he had 
not yet compleated the'glorious: work : =Y 
of our redemption. . 58 
Atban. Your producing the Link's 
Prayer i is, I think, unneceſſary, as all 
chriſtians are uniformly agreed in it; 
and this prayer frequently occurs in 
every part of our public ſervice. 
Unitar. But it is proper to begin 
with a point univerſally agreed upon, 
in order to proceed, in a regular 
manner, to the examination of thoſe 
points wherein we differ. Though 
the Lord's Prayer- is ſo familiar to 
you, by frequent uſe, yet it is very 
poſſible that you, and thouſands, 
might not have attended to the con- 
ſequences naturally arifing from this 
divine and comprehenſive prayer. 
In the next place, I recommend. 
to your ſerious conſideration, part 
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= big iſciples juſt before he was going. 


uffer a painful and ſcandalous 
ak, John, ch. xv. ver, 23, 24. 


26. 4¹ in that day ye ſhall aſk-me; 10 


thing: Verity, . verily,” J ſay unto you, 


| . e ye ſhall aſk. the F ather 1 mn my 


name, he will give it you. Hitherto- 


have ye. aſked nothing i in my name. A. 
that day e ſhall aſk in my name. Be 
pleaſed to take particular notice, 
that our Lord hath in theſe declara- 
tions plainly ſet forth the true 
Chriſtian Form of Worſhip; that 
whereas before this time the people 
of God worſhipped the one God 
and Father of all, they ſhould here- 


after worſhip t the ſame God and Fa- 
ther of all in the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt.,, This is the ſolemn and pe- 
culiar addition of the Religion of 
Chriſt; and remarkable it is, the 


whole Chriſtian world, amidſt all 
their ſuperſtitious inventions and 


5 


corruptions, are . uniformly agreed 


in the practice of this form of wor- 
ſhip. 


” TE 15 1 
hip * Die there I muſt earneſtly de- 


| 85 you to conſider what foundation 
there is for tlie Athanaſian worſhip 


of the Holy Spirit as God, and thres 
Perſons 1 in one- God. Tis impoſfible | 
for the art of man to find it out in 


| _ theſe plain declarations of our Sa- 
viour, when he was profeſſedly deli- 


vering the duty of his A rel with _ 


EY regard to the true HINGE. 
Worſhip. 


10 
— Athan. 1 Seel grant pot that the 


church worſhip does not appear in 
| this diſcourſe of our Saviour. But 
does he not promiſe his diſciples to 


ſend the Holy Spirit to guide them 


into all truth? From whence it'is not £ 


improbable _ to conclude, that ſome 


particulars were to be revealed to 
them aſter the deſcent of the' Holy 
Ghoſt, which our Lord did not think 


proper to communicate to them in 


perſon; ſo that if the church wor- 
ſhip be rightly dednced from the de-, 
clarations of the inſpired Apoſtles, it 
will yet ſtand RA a ſcripture foun- 
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dation. Vou muſt allow 1 
of this nature, as part of the wor- 
ſhip. you profeſs lawful is not War- 
ranted by this laſt diſcourſe of our 


Saviour; we! find no encouragement 
in it to offer up any direct worſhip to 
himſelf; and yet you deduce the 
lawfulneſs of it from the practice of 


the Apoſtles. 
Unitar. On the other: Hand; I 5 
grant you, that our Saviour in this dif- 


courſe, has not commanded his diſci- 
5 2 — to offer up any direct worſhip to 


imſelf: and ſome worthy chriſtians 
have concluded from 855 diſcourſe, 
that Chriſt in his abſence ſhould not 


be worſhipped at all: and doubtleſs 


this concluſion would have been 


rightly, drawn, if the Apoſtles had 


never directly invoked Chriſt in pra- 
yer. But as thoſe holy and inſpired 
perſons did, on ſome occaſions, offer 
up petitions to Chriſt in his glorified 
ſtate, and glory is expreſly aſcribed to 
him, and ſeveral paſſages imply this 


| part of religious Whip; ; we are, I 


think, 


I 17 55 


| chit. warranted to Chriſt as 


Mediator or Redeemer, to the glory * 
God the Father. Tho' Chriſt be re- 


preſented as preſent, when worſhip- 1 


ped under the character of a Lamb 
ſlain in Rev. ch. v. yet I cannot help. 


| judging, that this was deſigned as a 
pattern for the church to follow in its 


religious ſervice, as the four beaſts 
and four and twenty elders moſt por 
bably denote the church of Chriſt. 


But to return to our Saviour's laſt _ 
diſcourſe to his diſciples. If the true 


character of God be a Being conſiſt- 


ing of three co-equal Perſons, and it 
is our duty to worſhip;him under this 
character, is. it poſhble to imagine 
that our Lord ſhould take no notice 
of ſuch an eſſential part of our reli- 
gious ſervice? As no ſuch worſhipean S 
be deduced from this or any other 


diſcourſe of our Saviour, it muſt cer- 


tainly be given upas falſe and unſcrip- 


tural, unleſs the Apoſtles, after the 


deſcentof the Holy Ghoſt, have made 
it our expreſs Duty, by clear Precepts 


B 3 EG or 
8 


1 Þ 18 . 


or example. But the matter of fact is 


demonſtrated, even to eye: ſight, that „ 


the Apoſtles offered up their uſual and 
ſtated devotions to God through Jeſus 
Chriſt.” Acts iv. 24-30. They Lift up 
their voice to God, ſaying, Lord, thou 
art God grant that. onders may be 
done by the: name of thy holy child 79e. 
=—1 Cor. xv. 57, Thanbs be to God, 


_ which giveth us the victory, tho our 


Lord Feſus Chrifi. The precepts re- 
lating to worſhip in the Epiſtles are to 
this effect. Coloſſ. iii. 17. WYhatſoever 


ve do in word or deed, do all in the name 
f the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to 


God and the Father by bim. You may 
Tee all the forms of worſhip faithfully 
collected in the Appeal; from whence, 
demonſtrative evidence ariſes, that the 
dire& worſhip of the Holy Spiritis not 
warranted by the practice or precepts 
of the Apoſtles: and as for the groſs 
worſhip of three Perſons and one God, 
they have not left us the moſt diſtant 
intimation of any ſuch religious prac- 
tice; _— For Wi in readily 9 bs 


_ rater of taree Perſons, it would ha ve 


19 85 
| when you 5 ebay exam all 5 
their declarations, relating to the duty 8. 
_ of worſhip... If it had been the will | 
of God that the diſciples; of Chriſt 
ſhould have addreſſed themſelves in a 
way of prayer or praiſe, directly to the _ | 
Holy Spirit; or that they ſhould have 
: worſhipped one God under the cha. 


been 8 plainly ſet forth 3 in the New. - |} 
Teſtament, as it is in the liturgy of the - | 
Church of England: and conſequentiy 


the Athanaſian forms of worſhip muſt 
appear, toall ſincere-Bereans, falſe and 
unlcriptural, as being deſtitute of all 
ſupport from the directions of Chr. 
and his Apoſtles. _ : 
Atban. But ſurely the high N 
which the Holy Spirit ſuſtains, and 
his being ſometimes mentioned with. 
the Father and the Son, as concerned 
in the great work of our falvation, af- 
ford good grounds for the direct invo- 
cation of him in prayer or praiſe; par- I 
ticularly, as we are commanded to be 
baptized into 2 name of. the Holy 
© BR 
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Spirit, as well as of che Father and Son, - 
Matth. xxviii. 19. And the apoſtolical 

benediction, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. ſeems to 
imply diſtin LE to the Holy 
Ghoſt. e 
Unitar. That che Son and Holy Spi- . 


fit are employed by God in very high 


offices for the ſalvation, every chriſtian 
muſt readily grant with j Joy and grati- 
tude. As God. Almighty ent Chriſt 
for the redemption of the world; ſo 
Chriſt, after he had compleated the 
' gracious work by God aſſigned him, 


received a commiſſion from him to ſend 


down the Holy Spirit upont the Apoſ- 
tles, to enable them to propagate the 
| goſpel thro' the world: : the comfort- 
able aſſiſtanceof the Holy Ghoſt is like- 
wife promiſed to all fincere chriſtians 
in the diſcharge of their moſt difficult 
duties. Upon this account the diſci- 
_ ples of Chriſt ' are commanded to be 
baptized into the name of the Son and 
Holy Spirit, as well as of the Father. 
Being baptized into the name of the 
N — or into his guidance and 

| direction 


8 / 
N 


. dieb is 1 particular af- 
fice, cannot be of theſame i import with _. 


addrefling ourſelves. to him in prayer 
ot praiſe. When this famous Text in 


Se Matthews cited, the words i imme- 
diately foregoing, ſhould always be add- 


ed, as being neceſſary to com pleat the 


ſenſe. Matth. xxviii. 18, 19. All Power, 
that is, all Power relating to the goſpel 
diſpenſation, is given unto mein heaven 
and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach 
_ all nations, bahtizing them inthe name , 
the Father, and of the Son, and of tbe 


Holy Gor; and conſequently the Fa- 


ther is mentioned as the giver of that 


power, the Son as the perſon to whom 
that power is given, and the Holy 


Ghoſt as the perſon whom our Gol | 
chiefly employs in the exerciſe of that 


Power. From hence it neceſſarily fol- 
lows, that the Son is inferior to the Fa- 


ther; and the Holy Ghoſt is inferior 
0 botb. If you read the Appeal and 


its Defence, you may ſee every thing 
relating to this text fully conſidered. 


The other Text you wention, 1s no 
more 
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with reſpect i to e 3 of 


4 


more than A ſolemn with of St. Paul. 
that the favour of Chriſt, the love of : 


God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghoſt} or the joint partaking of the 
Holy Ghoſt, might be and continue 


with the Corinthians. But Trefer you 
to every thing relating to this text fair- 


ly diſcuſſed in the Appeal and Defence 
(printed for Millar). As to any doxo- 


_ Togy, or the aſcribing of glory to the 


perſon of the Holy Spik, it is not even 


pretended, by learned men, that one 


inſtance of it can be produced from 


ſeripture. The New 1 
open before youʒ and you may ſee with 
your own eyes, whether the common 


church doxology be there or not, Glo- 


ry be to the Father, and to the SOR. and 


to the Holy Ghoſt. The ſcripture 


doxologies are to this effect: Glory be 
to God through Jeſus Chriſt, —Bleſ- 
ſing, &c. be unto him that ſitteth upon 
the throne, {viz. the one ſupreme God) 


and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. 
Rom. xvi. 27 Rev. v. 18. Fane gain, 
ather 


XY 


5 Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as cis; one 


God, it is a notorious matter of fact, 
not to be overthrown by all the ſubtle 


inventions of learned men through the 
whole chriſt ian world, that this form 
of worſhip 3s fo far from being com- 


manded or authorized by the ſiered 


Writers, that the worthip there requi- 


red is abſolutely inconſiſtent with it; 


the one ſupreme God, Who is general- | 


ly deſcribed by the character of Fa. 


ther, being conſtantly ſet forth as the 


only object to whom, or to whoſe ul- 


timate Glory, all religious 1 invocation 


| ſhould be directed. Nothing is more 


caſy than for you, or for any other com 
mon chriſtian, to determine this plain , 


queſtion; whether the worſhip of three 


Perſons: n+ one God be in the Ne 


Teſtament, which you have! in your 
hands, or whether. it be not? 
Athan. To ſpeak impartially, your 


obſervations; upon this article of reli- 


gious worſhip, appear to me of conſi- 
derable weight. If the matter of fact 
8 ee have 3 it, and you 

5 very. 
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very faitly refer nie to the ſcripturet-- 
ſelf for my compleat' ſatisfactkion, 1 


| ſhall be obliged to give up the Atha- 
naſian worſhip, as What cannot be de- 


fended by the word of God. But as 
you allew, that direct worſhip is paid 


to Chriſt in ſcripture, and glory is ex- 


pre ſlly aſcribed to him, is not this a 
very ſtrong and muse argument, 
that Chriſt is equally. divine with, or 
one God with the Father, as has been 
determined by many excellent writers? 

Unitar. My good friend, as you be- 
gin to ſce ſome light and evidence 
which you had not obſcrved before, I 


| ſhall take a particular pleaſure in em- 


ploying my beſt endeavours togive you 


_compleat ſatisfaction upon this 1 impor- 


tant article of religious worſhip. The 
argument uſually urged by learned men, 


drawn from the worſhip of Chriſt, to 


prove his ſupreme Divinity, is clearly 
and ſolidly anſwered by the plain fcrip- 


ture account of the honour and wor- 
ſhip Which is to be paid to Chriſt, y 
1 ripture then we learn, that we mult. 


: De honour 


Coos. 


Songur.. the. Son, becauſe 4 F ather 
hath: committed all judgment unto him. 


John v. 22, 23. that we muſt.confe/ 
Chrift to be Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. Philip. it. 10, 11. And 
more particularly in Rev. ch. v. our 
Saviour is deſcribed under the charac- 


ter of a Lamb, and the reaſon is par- 
ticularly ſet forth upon which the 
worſhip of Chriſt is founded. Be- 


pleaſed to obſerve, that the ground 
of the worſhip here paid to the Lamb, 
is not his being equal to, or one God 
with the Father; not becauſe he was 
employed by God as an inferior inſtru- 
ment in the creation of the world; 


the Lamb, I ſay, is not worſhipped 5 
upon any of theſe accounts, but, ex- 
preſſly, becauſe he was lain, and re- 


deemed us to God by his blood. Rev. v. 


8, 10.12, 125 Here it is ſolemn- | 


ly declared, in perfect agreement with 
whole tenor of the New Teſta- 


aint, that the worſhip paid to Chriſt 


is inferior, or mediatorial ; for ſurely 


4 worthip My founded upon the 
C Lamb's 
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es herds. redeemed us co God FA 
blood, and being ſlam, cannot poſſibly 
be of ſo high a nature as the worſhip 
offered up to the ſupreme Lord of all 
rational beings, by whoſe. authority 
the Son himſelf was ſent to take our 
nature upon him: in obedience to. - 
whoſe commands he underwent the 
miſeries of this mortal life: was at 
laſt put to a painful and ignominious 
death: and by whoſe favour he was 
exalted to ſo great dignity and honour, 


as to receive homage from the ſaints 


in heaven and in earth, upon account - 
of his extraordinary merits. The wor- 
| ſhip therefore paid to Chriſt, is, pro- 
.perly ſpeaking, part of the worſhip 
of the one ſupreme God hd Father 
of all, entirely derived from his com- 


Bages and redounding to his ulti- 


ate glory. As there is one God and 
* Father of all, to whom we are com- 
manded to pay abſolute ſupreme ho- 
nour and worſhip; fo there is one 
mediator, Jeſus Chriſt, to whom ä 

5 inferior or mediatorial worſhip is ap- 
R pointed. 


| i © 27 oh. 
pointed, who is repreſented, at the. 
very time of his receiving the greateſt _ 
honour recorded of him by the ſacred 
writers, under the character of a Lamb 
that was ſlain: a character abſolurely - 
inconſiſtent with the notion of his ſu- 


- Preme Godhead: a character abſolute- 


Þ inconſiſtent wich his title to ſu pr eme 
Honour and Worſhip. EE. 
Acban. My good friend, it 4 not 
become a ſincere chriſtian, to withfland 
the evidence you have, 1 think, fairly 
produced from the word of God: The 
objection I made is ſolidly anſwered: 
more eſpecially Rev. ch. v. ſeems to 
determine the inferior, or mediatorial 
. of Chriſt with the greateſt 
plainneſs and exactneſs; and I really 
wonder at myſelf,” and many others, 
who have not ſeen ſo, bright-a light. 
Unitar, My dear chriſtian friend, we 
oughttomake greatallowancesfor each. 
others infirmities, , miſtakes, and pre- 
judices, naturally arifing from various 
cauſes. Nothing is more common in 
buman life, than even for thinking 
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perſons to receive information 3 
things icemily plain and obvious, who 
are apt to expreſs their ſurprize, that 
ſuch obvious things eſcaped their no- 


- | tice. But the readineſs you ſhew ro 


ſubmir to evidence, when fairly laid 
before you, upon religious ſubjects, 


= = from an excellent temper of 


ind, which naturally qualifies you 
to receive the truth, as it is in Jeſus. As 
you freely grant that the Athanafian 
forms of worſhip muſt be given up, if 
the fact be as I have ſtated it; J am 
willing to put the whole cauſe upon 
this ſhort and important iſſue. If, up- 
on enquiry, you can point out one 
plain inſtance or precept in ſcripture, 
that it is the duty of chriſtians to wor- 
ſhip the Holy Spirit as God, and three 
Perſons and one God, in prayer, praiſe, 


or glory; I ſhall then freely acknow- 


ledge myſelf in a religious error, and 
ſhalt think myſelf obliged to return to 
the church worſhip, which I have 
carefully omitted ſince the time of my 


conviction, Nor the other hand, if you 


cannot 


4.9" 


| : cannot pad out any ſuch 7 in 
ſeripture, by your OW conceſſion, 


you. will judge yourſelf obliged to ad- 


here to. ſcripture forms of worſhip, 
notwirhſtanding rhe authority of even 


wife and learned men; it being an ex- 


pteſs duty required of Cbriſt'sdiſciples 
to obey God rather than man. Let it 


be obſerved, that this argument drawn 
from the ürtiele of worſhip, and which 
is adapted to all capacities, abſolutely 


diemoliſhes the Athanaſian doctrine; 


it being impoſſible to conceive that the 


Holy Spirit, who is ſuppoſed by the 
Athanafians to be of equal dignity 
with God the Father, fhould never 


have one Prayer directed to him, ſhould 


| have no glory aſcribed to him, in the 
 Wruings of the Apoſtles, from whom 


alone we can receive a faithful account 


of the chriſtian diſpenſation, Again, | 


how is it poſſible co imagine that it 
was the deſign of the ſacred writers to 


fix the belief of Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, as being three Per and one 


God, in the minds of chriſtians, as 


they have left us no example of apy. 


fort 


: "4 30: 3. : 
fort of worſhip directed to 3 Per- 
ſons and one God ? If this had been 
a fundamental doctrine of the goſpel, 
wee ſhould not only have had it plain- 
ly and frequently expreſſed, but like- 
| Js ſolemn prayers and praiſeswould 
have been addreſſed to God, under the 
Character of three co- -equal perſons ; 5 
otherwiſe, the Apoſtles themſelves 
have left us in the dark with regard 
to an eſſential part of chriſtian wor- 


ſhip. Can it enter the heart of an 


ſerious chriſtian to believe in earneſt, 
that. it is neceſſary to ſalvation to 
conceive of God as a Being conſiſting 
of three Perſons, (as is profanely and 
abſurdly maintained in the Athana- 
ſian creed, a creed which ought to 
be baniſhed from the public ſervice 
of all chriſtian ſocieties) when the 
Apoſtles themſelves have never made 
it the duty of chriſtians to offer up 
. prayers or praiſes to God under this. 
Athanaſian character; but in all the 
examples of worſhip recorded in 
| hes Almighty! God is always 
addreſſed 
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all : This ” entiar failure in 1 A- 5 


thanaſian cauſe 8 T: find, driven 


ſome of its learfleddefendels into this | 


palpable abſurdity, That when "we 
pray to God under the character of 


. .Þ ather, Father denotes Father, Son, 


and Holy Ghoſt: which demonſtrates 


h the: flood of the- cauſe they are la- . 


bouring to ſupport; it being extreme- | 
ly clear from hence, that they can- 


not produce one inſtance of worſhip 
offered up to: three Perſons and one 


God. Otherwiſe, men of ſenſe and 


learning would not have recourſe to 


{uch an expedient, as hath no other . 


tendency but to turn the ſcripture 1 in- 


to ridicule, and expoſe it to the ſcoffs 


of protane and ſceptical men. 


Alban. I freely allow the grand | 


importance of this plain matter of 
fact, drawn from the article of reli- 
gious worſhip. But I would juſt take 


notice of a Text that ſeems to imply 


"8 doctrine of a Trinity in Unity, 


tho! : 
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tho no 3 of ,Forlhip\p aid to 
ſuch a Being appears. in ſcripture. 
174 John v. There are J. bree that 
bear - OE 1 Heauen, the F ather, the 
Mord, aud the Holy Gbeft 3 ; and hee 
| Three « are One. | 
Unitar. Ever 6998 a 1 ee ac- 
quainted with this 9 it has 
been matter of ſerious lamentation to 
me,. that common chriſtians. have 
been ſo much impoſed upon by the 
ſound, of this famous text, which, if 
wrote by St. John, is nothing to the 
purpoſe, the ſenſe of it being evi- 
dently this. That theſe three are one 
as agreeing in the ſame teſtimony. 
But it 15 a matter of fact well known 
to the learned, that itis a ipurious i in- 
terpolated Text, and has been given 
up, as ſuch, hy ſome Athanafian wri- 
ters; and, conſequently, this Text 
ought not to be read in churches as 
the word of God. Vou may ſee 
every thing relating to it faithfully 
e in the D Hence gf the 2 
85 _ | 


hon; 


4 (6 33 7 
Shah. Wichout entering into the 


merits of this queſtion, for Whick 1 
am not qualified ; if ſome learned pro- 


feſſors of the Trinity in Unity have : 
given up this Text as not wrote by St. 


John, it muſt be allowed that no ſtreſs 


| ſhould be laid upon fo controverted a 
5 — But, after all the conceſſions 
I have made, regarding the article of 
worſhip, are there not, in ſcripture, £ 


ſeveral high titles and attributes aſerib- 
ed to the Son and Holy Spirit, which 


furely have a tendency to induce chrif- 
-. tians to think them equally divine with 8 


the Father? 

- Unitar. I am perſuaded, that 1 a 
perſon who had never heard of the A- 
thanaſian doctrine and worſhip, was to 


read the New Teſtament *, he would 


be ſurpriſed to find that ſuch a doctrine 


and worſhip ever prevailed in the chriſ- 
tian world. But to give a direct anſwer 


to your objection, drawn from the high 
® When Job; the African, was in England, and 


was aſked, after reading the New Teſtament, if he 
found Three Gods there: e CH $ No, no! One | 


; great rose great good age, »55 
; - -.." | 
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ticles AP attributes afcribed to the 8 
and Holy Spirit. It is no wonder that 
great things are ſpoken. in ſcripture of 
Chriſt and the Holy Spirit, Who are 
employed by God in very high offices 
for the grand work of man's ſalvation. 
8 But, the ſacred writers have taken all 
ima ginable care to ſecure the ſuprema- 
cy of the One God and Father of all, 
When they ſpeak in the higheſt ſtrain 
of the One Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Holy Spirit the Comforter. 
With reſpect to the title of God, in 
ſome few paſſages aſcribed to our 
bleſſed Saviour, it is extremely plain, 
from the Old and New Teſtament, 
that this title is ſometimes uſed in the 
inferior ſenſe; Moſes, magiſtrates, and 
angels, being ſtyled Gods. conſiſtently. 
with the acknowledgment of One Su- 
preme God; and Chriſt himſelf, in his 
_ anſwer to the Jews, when they charged 
him with blaſphemy, expreſſly con- 
| tends for the uſe of the word God i in 
the inferior fenſe. John x. 34 35, 36. 
See likewiſe 3 and Defence; 
; where 


1 


wi * 


where every particular let to * 

high titles and attributes aſcribed to 
Chriſt and the Holy Spirit, is fully dif- - 
cuſfed. Ir is ſutficient tor my preſent - 
purpoſe, to obſerve in general, that, 


when this, and other high ticles and 


and attributes aſcribed to. Chriſt '(for 
the Holy Spirit is never expreſlly ſtyled 
God or Lord) are collected together, 
and preſented to the reader with all 
poffible advantage, which is frequent- 


ly done by Athanaſian writers, our 
Lord himfelf, and his Apoſtles, have 


aſſured us, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
That he (viz. Chriſt) rece:ved husbeing, 
high titles, and attributes from God 
the Father; that God advanced him to 
exalted dignity and honour; upon ac- 
count of his amazing humiliation and 


dene and that the whole re- 
dounds to the Glory of God the Fathet. 
This plain and ſolemn account effect- 


uually overthrows the argument uſually | 
drawn from the moſt pompous reci- 
tal of our Saviour's high titles and at- 


tributes: it den N impoffible 


e : that 
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chat the ſupreme God ſhould have any 
thing given him by any being what- 
ſoever. For, according to the unan- 
ſwerable declaration of St Paul, h 
hath firſt given to him, (viz. God) 
and it ſhall be recompen if d to him Fer 
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all things ; ta whom be glory for ever, 
Rom. ii. 35, 36. From whence. 11 fol- 
lows, with demonſtrative evidence, 
* that Chriſt, who was given by. 990 
who received his all from God, is 
Perſon, in his moſt exalted ſtate, an 
ferior to the one Supreme Father of 
all. And the argument holds GR, | 
ſtronger with regard to the Holy Spi- 
rit, who was ſent by Chriſt from _ 
ven to inſpire the Apoſtles with extra- 


fied for their important work, by a 
commiſſion he received from his God 
and Father, Add to this, that there 
are, in the New Teſtament, about 240 
 paſlages, wherein Chriſt-is declared to 
be inferior to Almighty God. The 
expreſſions relating to this point are 

"Bog 


of him, and thro him, and to him gre ..-. 


ordinary gifts, to render. them quali- = 


| plain and a incapable of any o- 

ther ſenſe without violence and diſ- 
tortion: on the other hand, there is 
but the ſound of one Text, which 
ſeems to ſet forth Chriſt's equality 
with the Father, and the ſound is en- 
tirely owing to a falſe tranſlation, viz. 
Philipp. 11. 6. Who being in the form 
of God thought it not ro 80 to be equal 
with God; "the words ſhould be ren- 
dered thus; who, 40 be was lhe the 
moſt high God, yet was not eager to re- 
ain that likeneſs to God. Be pleaſed to 
read the 11th verſe, and then deter- 
mine, by the principles of common 
ſenſe, whether a perſon equal to the 
ſupreme God, can be raiſed to higher 
dignity than he had before? Again, 
What demonſtrates the falſhood of the 
Athanaſian doctrine beyond a poſſibi- 
lity of doubt is, that there are about 40 
paſſages, wherein the three Perſons of 
the Trinity are mentioned together, 
who are ſometimes ſtiled, the Father, 


Son and Holy Ghoſt; or the Father, the 
Son, and the Spirit; the living God, Chriſt, 
the Spirit; God, the Son of God, the Holy 
Ghoſt; God, the Lord, the Spirit. Burt, 

1 not 


x — 
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not ore paſſage ap e where the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, are ſaid to be 
the one God, as determined inthe Athanaſſan 
creed: on the other hand, the Father is cal- 
led God, the living God, and, ſometimes, 
the One God, expreſsly diflinguiſhed from 
the Son and Holy Spirit. You muſt, in 
this place either give vp the plain declara- 
At tions of ſcripture, or the Athanaſian creed, 
By they being, when fairly compared together, 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with each other. 
PI! conclude with a plain ſcripture fact, 
relating to the character of the one ſupreme 
God. There are, in the New Teſtament, 
441 paſſages, wherein God the Father is 
ſtyled either the One or Only God, or Gud 
abſolutely, by way of eminence and ſupre- 
macy; or God with ſome peculiar high ti - 
tles, epithets or attributes. Upen fhe whole, 
gt the ſacred writers have taken all imagina- 
kd ble care to maintain the ſupremacy of the one 
[ God and dale, of all, abo is above all, and 
ibrough al, and in us all; it proceeding en- 
tirely from bis boundleſs love and mercy, 
that his Son was given for our redemption, 
and his Spirit for our Sanctification. 

Ahan. | heartily thank you, my good 
friend, for the pains you have taken to ſet 
me right on this important point. I cannot 
help acknowledging that you proceed in a 
rational way, and that your arguments ſeem 
juſtly drawn from ſcripture, interpreted by 
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reaſon. If there be ſuch a number of texts 
in the New Teſtament clearly ſetting forth 
the ſenſe you have contended for under the 
three laſt heads of your diſcourſe, the A- 
thanaſian cauſe is certainly demoliſhed, Sure- 
ly it muſt have coſt you a vaſt deal of time 
and labour to collect fuch a number of texte, 
and range them in a proper order. I am 
determined to give the New Teſtament a 
ferious review, and to take particular no- 
tice of all thoſe paſſages that tefer to God 
the Father, the Son and Ho! ly Spirit. And 
if, upon an impartial examination, I find 
your facts truely repreſented, and your rea- 
ſoning concluſive, | ſhall think it my duty to 
profeſs my conviction, tho' it ſhould contra- 
dict the practice and ſentiments of wiſe and 
learned men. whoſe authority, I own, has hi- 
therto had too much influence on my mind. 
Unitar. My dear chriſtian friend, your 
reſolution is wiſe and good. Nothing i is of 
greater conſequence, in the grand buſineſs 
of religion, than that every perſon, to x hon 
God has given common ſenſe and reaſon, 
ſhould judge and determine for himſelf, in 
all points wherein his duty is concerned, I 
have the particular ſatisfaction to reflect, 
that the more carefully you examine the 
ſubject of our debate, the ſtronger convic- 
tion you will receive of the truth of the ſcrip- 
ture facts I have faithfully ſer forth. And, as 
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to the reaſoning part, it is certainly founded 
on the pril ciples of common ſenſe, which 1s 
the beft method. of interpreting ſcripture. 

With reſpect to the authority of wiſe and 
learned inen, and the argument drawn from 
the eſtabliſhed liturgy. I find upon enquiry, 
that many wiſe, learned, and good men, and 
ſome whoſe judgment upon any qu. eftion is 
of more value than that of thouſands, have 
embraced the Unitarian doctrine; and what 
deſerves particular notice, ſorne of them, 
who had been educated in the uſual Atha- 
naſian ſcheme, afterwards profeſſed the right 
opinion of Ged and his ho! ly worſhip, in op- 


poſition to their worldly intereſt; and even, 


ſince the Reformation, ſoffered impriſon- 
ment, baniſhmeat, and death, No doubt 
of it, the memory of our firſt reformers 
ought to be held in very high eſteem, up- 
on account of what they did and ſuffered in 
the glorious work of Cleanſing religion from 


the foul corruptions of popery : but certain 


it is that they did not ſufficiently examine 
the groſs opinion of three Perſons in one 
God; they too readily toak for granted 
A hat had been. ſettled and determined by 
the fathers and councils of the 4th and 
5th centuries aſter the time of Chriſt; when, 
perſons acquainted with church hiſtory al- 
{ure us, the unity of God, in the plain and 
litteral ſenſe, was firſt corrupted; and, that 
a {uperſtitious veneration of reliques, and 
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invocation of ſaints immediately followed 
the corruption. To ſpeak my mind freely, 
it is certainly matter of ſerious lamentation 
that ſuch a groſs corruption in the pure re- 
ligion of holy Jeſus, and which laid the 


foundation oſ the grand apoſtacy, has not 


been long ago baniſhed from the church of 


England, which, in the moſt ſolemn man- 


ner, profeſſeth the ſcripture as the only 
rule of faith and practice; and, that nothing 


ſhould be impoſed on the conſciences of 
men but what is warranted by the word of 
God. It is well known, that this very Tub- 


ject was recommended to the conſideration 


of the moſt eminent perſons in church and 


ſtate, above fifty years ago, by two very 


extraordinary divines, viz. Mr. Whifton, 


in his Primitive Chriftianity Revived, and 
Dr. Clarke in his Scripture Doctrine of the - 
Trinity: The latter being referred to in the 


Appeal, as an excellent book, 1 procured it, 
and chere was ſurprizingly furniſhed with 
all the texts relating to the doctrine of the 


Trinity, reduced under proper heads: and 
how any chriſtian can withſtand the evi - 


cence arifing from ſuch a number of texts, 
(viz. 1251) is to me aſtoniſhing, Again, 
there was. a particular application made to 


the governing powers, in an humble, calm, 
and chriſtian manner, ſixteen years ago, in 


order to get the liturgy reformed accord- 


ing to the ſtandard of ſcripture : but no- 
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thing has yet been attempted in that glo- 
rious cauſe z the ſame corrupt forms ate 
ſtill kept up in the midſt of light and know- 
ledge; and therefore, common chriſtians 
are, with the higheſt reaſon called upon to 
examine, judge, determine, profeſs, and 
preteſt, to diſregard all public authority, 
when it ſtands in competition with the ex- 
preſs declarations of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
We are perpetually praying to our hea- 
venly Father that big name might be hallows- 
el, that is, that he might be worſhipped and 
adored as the ſupreme and only object of 
the higheſt reverence and love of all ra- 
tional creatures, and yet, at the ſame time 
we obſtinately continue in ſuch falſe wor- 
ſhip as eclipſes his ſupreme honour and 
glory, in expreſs contradiction to his holy 
word. We are conſtantly interceding with 
Almighty God for the good eſtate of the 
cathojic church, that it may be ſo guided 
and governed by his good Spirit, that all 
who profeſs and call themſelves chriſtians, 
may be led into the way of truth, and,-at 
the ſame time, we ſeem determined to hold 
faſt important errors regarding God and his 
holy worſhip, notwithſtanding the x ongeſt 
and cleareſt light. Upon ſome occaſions, 
more eſpecially in one of the, collects ſor 
Good Friday, we earneſtly pray for the 
converſion of Jews, 1 urks, and Infidels, 
and at the end bl the very ſame collect we 
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inconliſteritly keep up a religious practice, 
thats is one of the greatelt obſtacles to their 
converſion, it being, by all accounts, ex- 
tremly evigent, that neither Jews nor Ma- 
hometans, who are believers of one ſupreme 
God, can be converted, whilſt they are 
taught to think, that the doctrine of three 
Perſons in one God, and the worſhip prac- 
ticed in conſequence of it, are eſſential parts 
of the chriſtian religion. This can bedeem ed 
little elſe than a ſolemn mockery of the Al- 
wighty, unleſswe employ our ſincere endea- 
vours to effect what we pray for, and, | am a- 
fraid, will producemiſchieycuscontequences 
to this church and nation, if no alterations 
can be obtained from the governing powers. 

Since my conviction, | have been natu- 
rally led to reflect on the lamentable ſtate 
of mankind in almoſt all ages and count: ies 
vith reſpect to the knowledge of the ore 
true God. Not a great many years after 
the, flood, whereby the immediate finger 
of the almighty creator was ſo remarkabl 
difplayed, there was a general revolt of the 
nations of the earth into a ſtate pf groſs 
wolatry : upon which account, God Al- 
mighty choſe a particular people, for the 
glorious purpoſe of keeping up the know- 
ledge and worfhip ot the one true God, as 
this grand principle ot all religion, chough 
eſtabliſned by demonſtrative evidence in 
the works of creation, would have been cer- 
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tainly loſt without an extraordinary reve- 
lation“. And even as to this choſen-peo- 

* The learned Bp. Warburton, in his Divine Le- 
gation of Moſes, juſtly obſerves (Vol. 2, Part 2. p. 360. 
1% Edit.) that, The ſeparation of the Iſraelites was 
in order to preſerve the doctrine of the Unity amidit 
the idolatrous world. Up6n this ſubject he makes a 
very judicious remark, (Vol. 2. B. 48. 1½ Edit.) 
viz. That not one of the many pretended Revela- 
tions on which Paganiſm was founded, ever profeſſ- 
ed to come from the firſt cauſe, or taught the wor- 
ſhip of the one God in their public miniſtrations, 
whatever ſentiments ſome particular perſons might 
entertain in private.” And, That this uncommon 
_ peculiarity attending the Jewiſh religion, is a mark of 
its divine authority.“ It may be naturally conclud- 
ed. that Bp. Warburton, in this learned Treatiſe, 
took the Unity of God in the plain and literal ſenſe, 
becauſe he ſpeaks with great contempt of the Hutch- 
inſonians, (Fol. 2 Part 2 p 359. % Edit.) who 
contend for the doQrine.of Trinity in Unity from 
the terms in the Old Teſtament, wherein God is de- 
ſer bed — Add to this, thai Bp. Warburton, in the 
Dedication (P 4, 5, 6. ½ Edit) of che firſt volume 
of the Divine Legation, ſpeaks in very high terms of 
a well known pamphlet, under the title of, Difficul- 
ties and Diſcouragements which attend the Study of the 
Scriptures, by Way of private Fudgment, wrote by the 
late learned Bp. Hare; which was addreſſed to ſome 
hot bigots, then in power, who wanted to proſecute 
Mr. Whiſton and Ur. Clarke with the rigour of the 
law, for profeſſing and maintaining the fundamental 
doctrine of all trne religion, the one Supreme God 
and Father of all. Bp. Warburton very juſtly calls 
thi: an 7nguri/itional Spirit, and expreſſes himſelf very 
ſtrongly in favour of religious liberty. Icannot there- 
fore believe, without the ſtrongeſt evidence, that the 
ſame Bp Warnurton has uttered threatening ſpeeches 
againſt a common chriſtian in his dioceſe, for attempt- 
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pie, the kiftory of the Old Teſtament faith- 
tully informs us, that before the Babylon- 


iſ captivity, they trequently fell into ido- 


latry, and very ſeldom continued any con- 
ſiderable time in a ſteady obedience to the 


Lord their God. And happy had it been 
for the Chriftian world, if they had never 


departed from the plain and fundamental 
article of all true religon, viz. the Unity of 
God, fo frequently inculcated in ſcripture. 


| Moſes, the Jewiſh law-giver, delivers this 


inthe moſt tolemp manner. Hear, O Ifract, 
the Lord our Ged is ene God. Deut. vi. 4. 
And 'our Saviour, when he was aſked by 
one of the ſcribes, which is the firſt command- 
ment of all? confirms the fame doctrine by 
his expreſs authority. And Feſits anſwered 


ing to reftors the ſupreme worſhip of God the Father 
Almighty ; in ether terms, for attempting to reduce 
to practice the very principles which expoſed thoſe. 
eminent divines to the odium of perſecuting bigots, 


whoſe violent ſpirit, upon that occaſion, his lordſhip © 


ſo juſtly condemns. If it was the true ſpirit of Popery 


to aim at the proſecution of thoſe two eminent Uni- 


tarian profeſſors at that time, it muſt ſurely be the 
ſame ſpirit, only attended with higher aggrava- 
tions, religious liberty having been ſo copiouſly diſ- 


cuſſed and well underſtood ſince, to take any ſteps 


tending to ſuppreſs, by violent methods, the religi- 
ous ſentiments of a pain honeſt Unitarian of this 
time God forbid that a chriſtian biſhop ſhould act 
ſuch an inconfiſtent part, as to practice that very bi- 
gotry himſelf, which he ſo ſeverely condemned in o- 
thers ; when the object of both was exactly the ſame. 


I hope and believe that his lordſhip has been unjuſtly 


charged on this occaſion, 
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Bim, the firſt of all the commandments is, 
Hear, O Tſrael, the Lord our God is one 


God. Mark xii. 28, 29. And that this one 


God is the Father only, expreſsly diſtin- 


as plainly and ſtrongly declared by Chriſt - 
and his Apoſtles, Js it is poſſible for words 


to ſet it forth. And yet, in oppoſition to 


the authority of both, who derived their 


commiſſion from God, it was determined 
by fallible and preſumptuous mortals, be- 
tween 4 and 500 years after Chriſt, that 
there are three ſupreme Gods, and, at-the 
fame time, that theſe three ſupreme Gods 
are one God; and whoever will not believe 
this groſs nonſence, and impious contradic- 
tion is doomed to eternal torments. In 


"conſequence of this abſurd doctrine, it was 


decreed, that it is the duty of chriſtians to 
worſhip God under the 3 of three 
co- equal Perſons,” without even the leaſt 
colour of evidence taken from ſcripture. If 
this be not ſuch a departure from God and 
his holy worſhip, as calls aloud for are for- 
mation, I muſt deſpair of underſtanding the 


laineſt caſe in matters of religion. But 


whether the governing powers will regard 
their duty in this grand affair, or whether 
they will not, every particular perſon, who 
has gained right notions of God and his 
holy worſhip, is indiſpenſibly obliged to 
profeſs and practice in exact conformity to 
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the PTE determinaridn of Chriſt and his FE 


poſtles, without regarding any worldly inconve- 
niencies that may arife from the rejection of falſe 
notions and unſeriptural worſhip. This is an 


9 eſſential character of Chriſt's 9; ſciples, and re- 


quired as an expreſs condition by our Lord: him- 


ſelf. Luke ix. 26. Whoſoever ſhall be aſbamed of 


me and my words, of him ſhall the Son of Man be 


aſpamed, Then he ſhall come in his otun Glory, and 


in his Father's, and of the holy angels. | 
But let it be always remembered, and deeply 


fixed in our Hearts, that right notions of God 


and his holy worſhip were not intended to amuſe 
our minds with empty ſpeculations, but to eſta- 


bliſh a rational? correſpondence between God & 
our ſouls, that we may be effectually influenced 


20 reduce to practice the pure and holy Laws of 
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Jeſus Chriſt. If we have gained better and more 
rational ſentiments of ieligion than we had before, 
we are called upon by ſtill ſtronger obligations . 
to let our light ſo ſhine before men that they may glo- 
rify your father which is in heaven. Do we lee by 


a lively faith the one ſupreme God in bis real 
character, as a Being of all poſſible perfection, 


more eſpecialj juſtice, mercy, love, goodneſs, 
and every valuable excellence that can attract a 
reaſonable affection? We are then certainly te- 
quired to love this glorious and amiable Being, 


with all our heart, with all our mind, and with all 


our Strength, by preferring his favour before e- 
very intereſt of this mortal ſtate, as being really 
better than life itſelf ; by getting above every 


* I have lately ſeen a little tract, entitled, Helps | 
to Devotion on ſeveral Occaſions, printed at Birmin g- 
ham, and fold by T. Warren, jun. near the New 
Chappel;'1763. "Price 4d) which 1-wookt 888 


mend to Unitarian 5 
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fble 7 pains to en our n ken ions with he 
excellent qualifications of piety, e Oye 


which -Chriſt and his Apoſtles have ſolemnly i in- 
* <culcated, as the neceſſary terms and conditions 


1 \ of gaining etet hal life. On the other hand, very 


ſevere threatenings, namely, excluſion froin the 


i! Kingdom of heaven, anda ſtate of great and laſt- 


ing miſery, are denouhced againſt all wilful fin- 


ners, who continue#ſuch without ſincere amend- 
ment and reformation, demonſtrated by 2 un- 


E form courſe of unverfal righteouſneſs 1 the end 
of their lives. 


of it, as will be accepied at that folemn time, when 


Unitar. I fincerely rejoice, my dear, chriſtian , 
friend, that you are become a Berean, and re- 
| folvedto ſearch the ſcripture with an unprejudiced | 
mind; which excellent temper will, I make no 


dleſſing of the One Supreme God and. Father 


of All attend * EW.” 1 


God {hall zudge'the ſcerets of menþy Jeſus Chriſt, | 


doubt, lead you to, a rational fatisfaQion i upon 4 
this and other religious ſubjects. And may the 


8 Charity, ſobriety, patience, purity, and holineſs, 4 


VL 


5 Athan. My good friend; tho? you are very 2 zea- 5 
1 lous n this important ca: 155 vet your zeal is con- 
1 ducted by reafon and knowledge. Party zealots, 
11 5 nin the midſt of their ſolicitous cònceru, to ſettle” | 
| opinions and religious practices, are to apt to for- 
a2tcet or diſregard the chriſtian obligations to uni- 
VvVerſal chariey and holine ſs of life. Lam really con- 
11 vinced, that what you have ſa'd highly deſerves 
=7— -. - the ſerious confideration of all thoſe who profeſs 
1 | themſelves diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, and in ear- 
= neſt believe the divine authority of the holy ſcrip-: 
© ture. I hope to make a proper uſe of this religious. 
* conference, and to act ſuch a part in conſequence 2 


